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SISTERS OF STRUGGBLE: BLACK WOMEN AND BLACK LIBERATION

There is no more important topic for study than women, and this is as equally
true for Black women as for anybody else. And yet, without effort especially
on the part of women them- selves, this study will not be undert aker; praperly,
womern will go unknown as before and the emancipation of women will be ﬁrolonged
everr more. This is a study guide to encourage the proper study of Black wamen.

This study guide is wrganized into three parts: topies 1 -~ 4 focus on Black
womens experiences within the essential periocds of Afrc-American historical
madalities (Africa, Slaver¥, Tenancy, and the urban experience); topics 5 -7
focus on  the developmental sex-role changes for Black women (growing  up,
courtship and marriage, and family-kinship networks); and topics 8 - 1@ facus on
movements and the poiitics of social change (the arts, politics, and protest).
We have included a biblicgraphy of gerneral texts freguently used in EBlack womens
studies, and a chart to see how all of these texts cover the ten topics of this
study guide.

ﬁN?tEJtO readers of &nd draft: UWe need to locate more recent data. Can you
elp?

The Cooperative Research Network (see pape 15) has established a new work
group, SISTERS OF STRUGGLE. The S0S is copern to all sisters who agree with the
obJec%ives of the CRN, the general thrust of this study puide, and the peneral
thrust of the text In%roduc ion_to Afro-American__Studies by Abdul Rlkalimat and
Rssaciates.
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The particular problems and concerns of Black women must be discussed not as
isolated questions, but as a part of the problems faced by all Rlack pecople.
Over 52% of all Black people in the United States are women. Women play a
special role in bearing children and in the family and increasingly are
becoming scle heads of households. Hewever, Black wamen face greater
discrimination than any other ?roup in this society—-in income, in Job
oppqr%u?@gies, in education, in halding political office, and in other areas of
sacial life.

The oppression of Black wamen has its historical roots in the foundation and
develapment of capitalism and imperialism.in the United States. This special
oppression is based on three things:

1. Mest Black women are workers and are subjected to economic . {class)
exploitation at the hands of the rich. Rlack women have always worked and
this more than anything else has shaped the experience of Black women in
the United States. In fact, the work experiences of Black women make their
concerns scmewhat different from those of the women's liberation movement
which seeks to get white women into the work place. BRoth Black and white
women, however, share the demand of egqual pay for equal work.

2. RBlack women, as da the masses of Black men, suffer from many forss of
racist national oppression, like job discrimination and the denial of
basic democratic rights.

3. Black women, like all women face male supremacy (sexism) which attempts

to put women inta subordinate roles in a male-dominated society. This is
reflected in the role of women in the HRlack family. In short, the
cppression of Rlack womer grows cut  of the same system of capitalism that
exploits and oppresses the masses of Black people and everyboedy else, and
it is buttressed by patriarchal ideologg. The particular_ content of this
ogpression has been transformed as the experiences of Black pecople have
changed from slavery to the rural experience to the urban experience.
These three periods provide the historical framework for our analysis of
Rlack wonmern and the family.

Alkalimat and Asscciates,
Introduction_to Afre American_Studies, pp. Z@6-2@7.
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BASIC BIBLIOGRAFHY ON BLACK WOMEN

A. Key Bibliocgraphical_ References

1.

3.

4'

3.

4.

3.

Johnetta Cale, "Black Women in America: An  Armcotated BRiblicgraphy." The
Black Schelar, March 1975, pp 16-28.

Lenwood G. Davis, The BRlack Woman _in_  American_ _Scciety: A__Selected
Anrotated Biblicgraphy. Boston: G.R. Hall, 1975,

Gloria Hull, Patricai Bell Scott, and Barbara Smith, eds. But _Scome of Us
Are_ Brave: élack Womens Studies. 01d Westbury, N.@.: The Feminist Fress,
1982, See Section 6, "RBiblicgraphies and Riblicgraphic Essays," pp

221-336.

Ora Williams, American Black _Women in the_ _fArts__and_ Sciences:_ A
Biblicgraphy. Metuchen, NJ: Bcarecrow Press; 1578.

Toni Cade, ed.; The Black Woman. New York: New Americar Library, 1970.

Sharon Harley and Rasalyrn Terborg-Penr, eds., The_ _Afro-American__Woman:
Struggles and Images. Port Washington, N.Y.: Kennikat, 1978.

?g;ga Lerner, ed., Black Women in White America: B Documentary History.

%a Frances Rodgers—-Rose, ed., The_Black Woman. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage,

Angela Davis, Women, Race_and Class. New York: Random House, 1981,

2. Jacgueline Janes Labor _of Laove, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work, and
the Family from 5lavery ta_the Present. New York: Basic Books, 1985.

5 LSovery of tht BIoak WowaH Tn-Humerins:  ERpTowoad- CIVFPECC'RI: SFrentice
Rall, Irnc., 1574

4. Robert GStaples The _Black _Woman_ _in__America. Chicage: Nelsan  Hall
Publishers, 1973, 78.

GENERAL OUTL INE

1. Women in Africa

2. Black Women in Slavery

3. Black Wamen in Tenarcy

4. Black Women in the City

3. OGrowing up as a Elack Woman

6. Courtship and Marriage

7. Fanmily and Kinship

8. Black Women as Artists

9. Rlack Women in Electoral Folitics

CRN Study Guide / No. 1 4 Second Draft

Sisters of Struggle



12. Black Women and Sccial Protest

1. WOMEN IN AFRICAR

Womens lives in Africa reflect varied historical experiences: patriarchal
patterns of traditional sccieties, cclonized societies, independent nec—-colonial
societies, sccieties led by sccialist oriented political parties, and liberation
movenents. Womer, in every case, are the most economically exploited and
socially coppressed of all groups. Dver the 1long run, urbanization and
industrialization create greater necessit{ to equalize opgortunities faor womers
in education and employment, thereby utilizing more effectively the labor of
women far prafits,

Throughout African history individual women have plaged key roles in state
building and anti-cclonial strupgle (e.g., the Eg¥ptian ueenn Nefertiti and the
Angolan Queen Nzinga. However, only as a result of influences from trade unions,
liberation movements and socialist parties do women emerge as a social force for
their own emancipation. The emancipation of women regquires the liberation of
society, madern technology, and new forms of collective responsibility in the
social development of children. Moreaover, the cultural hegemon{ of patriarchal
rules will anly be destroyed by an apgressive pelitical struggle waged by an
independent womens movement, including mass political educaticon for women and
men, and progressive women in 30% of %eadership rales.

1. To what extent were women emancipated in traditional African scciety? To
what extent uwere women liberated under cclonialism? by major religions?
by the post-colonial state in Africa?

2. What is the rale of wamen in the movements to build new sacieties under
sacialism? Discuss the example of fAngolan women.

3. What are the experiences of women in South Africa (Rzania) today? How are

they oppressed? How are they contributing to the 1liberation struggle?
Deal with Winnie Mandela.

Maria Rosa Cutrufelli, Women_of Africa. London: Zed, 1983.

Winnie Mandela, Part_of_ My Scul. London: Penguin Books, 1985,

Iv?gsgan Sertima, Black Women_ in Antigquity. New Brunswick, NJ: Transition Books,

¥ = required reading

CRN Study Guide / Nc. 1 b Second Draft
Sisters of Struggle



2. BLACK WOMEN AS SLAVES

Women were slaves, and like Black men they were worked harder than at any
other time in bhuman history. The slave ex?erience was especially brutal and
inhumane for women since 1t transformed child birth into commodity production
and institutionalized rape as legitimate ruling class recreation. Rlack womer
were also forced to serve whites as domestic servants and surrogate mothers
{mammys). They had unity with white women as victims of patriarchy, but as
§la¥es Black woamen were managed by white women as economic and racial
'infericrs,"

But BRlack women were alsa able to fight back, to develop a culture of
resistance and to pive leadership to escape. There are many examples of slave
womern physically fighting and dying tc protect their children. Butmars gives
evidence of slave resistance through marviage rules and naming practices by
which an Afro-fAmerican culture was expressed. And, of course, political escape
was led by field generals such as Harriet Tubman and Scojourner Truth.

1. What special features of slave exploitation and coppression  wWere
experienced by women?

2. How did Black women create and participate in an Afro-American culture of
resistance?

3. Discuss examples of Black womern wha actively fought against slavery,
especially Harriet Tubman and Scjcurner Truth.

#Angela Davis, "Reflections on Rlack Womens Role in the Community of Slaves,"
Black_Schalar, 3, No 4, (December 1971)

Herbert Gutman, The Black _Family _in_ _Slavery _and_ _Freedom (New York: Vintage
Baoks, 1977)

Olive Gilbert, The Narrative of_ Socjocurner_Truth (New York: Arnc Press, 1968)

Deborah White, Aren’t__1__A__Woman?_ _Female Slaves_ in_the Plantation Sguth. New
York: Norton, 1985;

Darothy Burrham, "The Life of the Afrc-fAmericarn Woman in Slavery, ' International
Journal of Women!s Studies 1, 4, 1978, pp 363-377.
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3. THE BLACK WOMAN ON THE FARM

During the period from the 188@0°s tc the 194@'s the majority of Black people
struggled to survive as tenant farmers in the rural south. The family was the
sacial unit of production and was led by the «ldest male. This created the
econamic  basis for strong family unity and clearly defined age/sex rales in
family life. People needed each other for security, often including cothers such
as extended family, even "fictive kin" (make believe family members). However,
wheri without =a male family head, Black women had to be strong encugh to  play
bath roles, often calling on clder women (or the oldest female child) to
"mother" the ycung while mothers provided economic security through gainful
employment.

ties, sc unwed mothers with their children were chastised but integrated bac

inta the community and accepted. Illegitimacy was a foreign concept as ever

child was welcomed inte a family. Rlack women were denied leadership reles in a
patriarchal church but tended tc dominate the cultural activity of music, food,
and material culture (e.g., quilting). Elack women were often in the forefront
of struggle against racist oppression, e.g., lda B, Wells set a hearic example
with her anti-lynching crusade,

Sexual freedom was limited by the economic pressure to build strong familz
Y

1. What is the relationship between tenant farming and family structure? Are
women an economic asset to their husbands? Do women need men to survive?

2. What was the rcole of Black women in the church and "legitimate" cultural
life? Did they suffer from male supremacy within the Black community?

3. Discuss the fight against lynching waged by Ida B. Wells. What specific
probelms did she face becuase she was a woman?

#Charles Johnson, Shadow of _the Plantatign (Chicage: University of Chicago

Press, 1934, 1966) see part 11 "The Family," pp 47 — 102.

Rlfreda Duster, ed., Crusader_ _for Justice: The Rtucbicgraphy of Ida B, Wells
(Chicago: University of Chicago Fress, 197@).

Mally C. Dougherty, Becoming A__Weman__in Rural Black Culture. New York: Holt
Rinehart, 1578.

Hylan Lewis, Black Ways_of Kent (New Haver, Comn.: College and University Press,

1933) see chapter 4 "Courtship, marriage, and the Family." pp 82 - 113.

Dorathy Sterling, We_ _Are__Your_ Sisters: Black Women in_the 19th _Century. New
Yark: Norton, 1984,
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4., BLRCK WOMEN IN THE CITY

The urban experience of Black women has under%one extreme changes aver the
last 4@ years or sa. World War II led to a qualitative shift in  employment,
with Black women moving into clerical and factory jobs in unprecedented numbers
?ivin security to family life (either two incomes for husband-wife duc or a
ivable wage for a single parent household.) However, since WORLD WAR II Black
unemployment rates are double that for whites. Since then, the prisan and
mili arg (wars) have crippled or limited the supply of men, and the welfare
system has managed the sccial control function over women,

Increasingly Black women have been forced into being single parent heads of
househalds, along with being on the bottom of most social scales eg., income,
employment, education, housing, health; in addition to whic% the viclence
experienced (rape, etc.) goes unnoticed. The majority of Black women are no
longer domestic workers, but are firmly based in the working class, in
industrial, clerical, and service jobs. On the cther hand, Black wamen have
been mast politically active in the city context. Fram Black suffragettes to
leaders of major organizations and institutions Rlack women have fought hard,
This includes trade unions, commurniity organizations, arnd civi rights
organizations. AR good example of poor Black women being ocrganized is  the
National Welfare Rights Organization.

1. How did the experience of Black women change during the 1948's due ta
urbanization and industrialization?

2. Discuss the issues of the single woman head of household.

3. What was the National Welfare Rights Organization? What were its strengths
and weaknesses?

Barbara Jones% " The Economic Status of Black Women, " in James Nilliamsé39d.,

The State_of Black_ _American__1983 (New York: National Urban League, 1983) pp
1157-"15%
Bornie Dill, "“Race, Class, and Gender: Prospects far an All-inclusive

Sisterhaod," Feminist Studies 9, Na 1 (Spring 1983) pp 131 - 15@

Phgllis A Wallace, Black Women_in_the Labor Force. Cambridge, Mass.: M 1 T
ress, 1984.

Jacqueline Jackson, "Black Women in a Racist Scciety," Charles Willie ed.,
Rggigggand Mental Health. Pittsbuwrg: University of Pittsburg Press, 1573, pp

Cheryl Townsend Bilkes, "From Slavery to Sccial Welfare: Racism and the Control
of Black Women," in Swerdhow and Lessinger, eds., Class, _Race_ _and__Gender.
Roston: G.K. Hall, 1983.
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5. GROWING UP AS A BLACK WOMAN

Young Black girls learn about womanhocod in a hurry -- taking care of younger
siblings, seeing or hearing about adult sex in action due to crowded livin
guarters, being ccurted for adult sex at or before puberty, and vicaricus adul
experience based on TV, popular music, and candid discussions with adults,

Alsa, sexual abuse is widespread in families, schools, churches, and
recreational groups (girl secouts, YWCA, and camps, etc.). They are trapged irs
contradictory and self negating vaﬁue systems -—— on the one hand it is ok to "do

it" (either voluntarily for fun or to seek acceptance) and on the other hand it
is the greatest sccial orime in the community. Teern pregrancy is regarded as
one of the major problems of this era.

Givern the historical dynamic that has increased the single mother heads of
househalds, and the widespread promotion of sexualit% in soc1et¥, to target the
sexually active teeriager as "cu grit" is canfusing the victim with the scurce of
the crime. Mass education, health programs (pre and past watal care, including
contraceptives), ﬁublic child care and public abortion options are absclutely
required, In the long run the single Black mother (teens included) must
ogganize into a viable poli%ical force to fight for their rights with these
changes.

1. UWhen little Black girls grow up how are their experierces different from
boys? white girls? middle class Elack girls from working class and poor
Black girls?

2. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the public welfare system. Are
children adequately cared for?

3. What is the issue of teen pregnancy? And what pbulic policy should be
made?

Margaret Sperncer, Geraldine Brookings; and Walter Allen, eds, Begimnings: The
Social _and Affective Development of Black _Children (Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrerce
Erlbaam Asscciates, 1985)

James Comer and RAlvin Pcoussaint, Black Child Care: How tc Bring_up_a Healthy
Black Child _in_ America, A_Buide g% Emotional _and _Fsychological evelapmnent
P}

{New Yark: 8imon and Schuster, 1579  — — ToUTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT
Harriet McAdeo and John McRdoo, eds., Black Childrern. Beverly Hills: Sage, 19835,

Diana Slaughter, "Becoming an Afro-Americarn Woman. " School Review, Feb., 1972,
pp £99-317.

Maya Angelou; I_Know_Why the Capged Bird_Sings. New York: Random House, 1970.
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6. MARRIAGE AND COURTSHIP

The nature of courtship and marriage is undergoing radical change. Marriages
accur later and divorce is more freguent. Premarital sex is normal, and trial
marriages (living together first) continues. Women are once again being forced
to adapt to new conditions, in part as a result of new birth control technalogy,
or abortion operations, or the conscicus decision to postpone parenthood due ¥o
educational or job related plans. Furthermore, womer and ﬁrogressive farces are
fighting to change the legal system, piving womern more rights and control over
their cdies (the right to an abortion and criminal statutes for all kinds of
sexual abuse), more equality in relationships {(economic rights with husbands,
and rights in commors 1law marriages), rights to independence (equitable no fault
divorce and prohibition of sex discrimination on the job), and access tc female
lawyers, judges, and jury members.

However, Black men continue to play the dominant power role in  courtship and
marriage. Further, they are in a severe crisis based on unemplayment, drug use
clice terror, and Black on Black crime. In this context, Black women who see
ove, security, and family 1life with Black men continue to catch hell. The
solu%ion on an individual level is between a man and a womern, but on a
community/sccial level it can only be resclved as part of a social protest
movement to solve these basic problems.

1. Are Black women equal partners in courtship and marriage? How do
relationships represent a power struggle, and how do they represent equal
demccratic relations?

2. Tina Turrner asks "whats love got to do with it?" How do Black women
answer this question in explaining their relationship with men? What dao
you think?

3. Self help activities around rape, abortion, consciousness-raising,
battered women, and self defense spread rapidlg during the 197@s. How were
Black women affected by these activities and what is the current status of
such organizations in your community?

Maxirne Rlexander, Speaking_ for Ourselves: Women of the Scuth. New Yark: Randam
House, 1984.

Digne K. Lewis, "The Black Family: Sccialization and Sex Roles." Phylon 36,
21-237.

Robert Staples, The World_of Black_ Singles. Westport, CT: Greemwood Press, 1981.

Arnita Washington, "A Cultural and Historical Perspective on Pregnarncy-Related
Activity Among US Teenagers." Journal of Black Psychalegy 9:1, 1-28.

Joyce Ladner, "Teen Pregnancg," in The__State_of Black America_1986. New York:
ational Urban Leapgue, 1986.
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7. FAMILY AND KINSHIP

The structure of the Black family is changing, but kin relaticns remain
important adult support networks and serve the function of primary ogroup
sacialization for the young. Family kinship involves ornes ancestry (using
family genealogy for ones historical identity) and livin% kin (using extended
family kin relations as useful reference group - support network).

Every student in BRlack studies should trace both aspects of family structure,
enealogy (back ta the civil war, and if possible back to Africa) and living Kin
to at teast 2nd cousins). The main methaod should be interviewing the aldest

family members about kin. Begin with your parents, then each of their parents
(your grandparents), then each of their parents (your great grandparents). Get
their full names, birth date and place, and add the date of death. The more you
learn about your family the more historical identity you have and can pass on
ta your children. Every child should be given a name that reflects their family
history.

1. Discuss the meaning.of family reurnions? Geneclogical research? Iy what
ways are they positive, and 1n what ways are they regative?

2. Why are female-headed househalds regarded as weak? Are they weak?
discuss the impact of patriarchy, feminization of poverty, and teen
pregnarncy.

3. To what extent is the family a viable support netwerk for Black women?

Elmer Martin and Jcarme Martin, The__Rlack Extended Family. Chicago: University
of Chicage Press; 1978

Carcl Stack, A1l Our_Kin

Robert Hill, The Strengths of Black families. New York: Emerson Hall, 197z.

James McBhee, "R Profile of the black Single Female-Headed Househcold, ' in James
Williams, ed., The_State_cof Black America_—_1984. New York: National Urban
League, 1984,

Walter Rllen, "The SBearch for Applicable Theories of Black Family Life." Journal
of Marriane _and _the Family, 4@:1, 1978, pp 117-129,
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8. BLACK WOMEN A5 ARTISTS - WRITERS

Black womern are the conveyor belts of Afrc-fmerican culture, both as creators
and communicators of the culture of everyday life and in the creative arts as
well. However, in the professional coreative arts Black men have been the
dominant force. Elack women artists have had more opﬁortunities in singing,
dancing, and special material arts such as quilt making. Only recently have
women been making advances as instrumentalists; composers, and writers of drama,
and especially navels.

Black women authors have beern published since the eighteenth century but it
has nat been until recently that these creative individuals became a part of the
continuum of literary expression within the U.S. Issues such as caste divisions
within the Rlack cammunité Bilack women as the ‘*mules of the world? and the
sexual exploitation of Yack women by Black and white men have been raised in
novels, short stories and poems as authors attempted to explore in an  artistic
context the realities and ramifications of the oppressiors of Black women. Since
195G there has been an explaosion of literary expression which was suggested by
the women writers of the Harlem Rermaissance and which was passible with the
economic and educational opportunities available after WWII. Foets and novelists
have focused with increasing clarity on the historical viclation of Black women,
their strengths and future paths of collective growth. These themes have been
vividly articulated and have served to destroy the stereotypes about Black women
which had previously existed in American literature., Finally, as is true
wherever the cammunit{ lacks contraol certain styles and writers have been

romoted by the mainstream literary establishment as the artistic voice for all
lack women. We must be consciocus ard supportive of those veoices that
authentically speak in our interest and not be misled by a madisan avenue-type
marketing strategy.

1. Why have Black wamen been able tc make more achievements in the realm of
everyday gultural life of Rlack peaple rather than in the professional
"fine arts?"

2. What are the strengths and weakrnesses of the major Black women writers
today? Discuss Alice Walker, Toni Morrison, Toni Cade Bambara, Margaret
Walker, and Sonja Sanchez.

3. Are there class differernces in the fictional treatmenmt of Black women?
What difference daes this make?

*Mari Evans, ed., Black Women Writers _1952-1980: A _Critical Evaluation (Barden
City, NY: Anchor Books, 15847.

Glgfig_wade Gayles, No Chrystal _Stair: Visioms of _Race_and_Sex_in Black Women'’s
ictign.

Claudia Tate, ed., Black_ Women Writers at_ Work. New York: Continumum, 1983.

Trudier Harris, . From__Mammies to Militants: Domestics _in_ _black American
Literature. Philadelphia: Temple University Fress, 1383.

Amiri Baraka and Amina Baraka, eds Confirmation: An Anthology of _African
American_Women (New York: Quill, 1983).
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9. BLACK WOMEN IN ELECTORAL POLITICS

Black women did not gain the right tc wvote in the way Black men did. Black
men got the first installment o citizenship rights due toc the 1S5th Amendment
(18 ) after the civil war and the 13th (186___, abclition of slavery) and
14th7T7I8____, citizenship for Blacks). EBlack women pot voting rights when white
wamen did in 19___ . In this instance {(voting) the commorn experience of gender
was more important than race or class.

Women glay the major role of all volunteers in electoral campaigns (do the
work!), but are severely underrepresented in leadership rales 1in political
garties, being slated for and winning elected office. Black women account for
2% of the Black papulation. Rlack women tend to repister in equal praportion
as men but they have a greater propenisty to vote (53 to 47#4 in the 198@
Presidential election). In 1982, there were 1,866 Rlack female elected
officials (21% of §, 160 Black elected officials), in 1983, the tctal was 5, 6063
1,223 were women. ﬁlack wamen, aside from being underrepresented politically,
tend to be concentrated in of fice holding on public schoel boards  (34%),
alderpersons and city clerks (46%). Only 4 Rlack women have served in Congress.
There has been one cabinet secretary, Patricia Harris. Twnety-seven mayors of
mainly small scuthern towns are women. There are two Black women presently in
Congress and only 83 Rlack women hold state elective offices.

1. How did Rlack wamen get the vote? Discuss the suffregettes and the Vater
Rights Acts of the 13960s.

2. Compare the political behavior of Black women with white women, and Black
men.

3. wh¥ are Black women underrepresented in leadership gositions in electoral
polities? There is a new arganization, National alitical Congress of
Black Women. What can they do to increase the leadership role of Black
women? '

Edward T Clayton, The Negro Politician: His Success and Failure (Chicago:
fggnson Publishing Co., 1964) see chapter 3 "The Weman in Politics" pp 128 -

James Conyers and Walter Wallace, Black_Elepted Officials: A Study _of _Black

Aumericans__Holding__Bovermnmental Office (New York: Russell Gage Foundation,

1976) see chapter 4 "Sex Differences" pp 83 - 101.

Robert Allen, Reluctant Reformers: The _Impact _of Racism on American Social
Reform_Movements™ (Washington DC: Howard University Fress, 1974) see chapter 5
TWoman Suffrage: Feminism and White Supremacy."

Claire K Fulerwider, "Feminist Ideclogy and the Political ARttitudes and
Participation of White and Minority Women, " Western Peolitical Quarterly, 34
{(March, 1981) pp 17 -3a.

Shirley Chisholm, Unbought and_ Unbossed, 197@.
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1@. BLACK WOMEN IN SOCIAL PROTEST

There is a great tradition of Black women actively fighting for Rlack
liberation. At every stage of our historg, the contribution of Black women has
been indispensable for all €rogress. urther as Black womern have been
respansible for rearing virtually all black: chiidren they have indirectly been
behind all great leaders of Black sacial protest.

Within the black community sexism (male supremacy) has been a serious problem,
and it has had a negative impact inside the black liberation movement as well,
This problem is faced by women in all movement trends, Fan-africanism,
nationalism, Marxism, and reformism. There is a_ common basis for unity, mainly
against the societal forces of class expleitation and racism, but against male
supremacy as well. There is a great need to build an independent byoad based
mavement of Black women united around a grogram for the emancipation of women,
the liberation of Rlack people, and the averall transformation of the U.5. to
get rid of capitalist exploitation.

1. Discuss the role of Black women in the womens movement, labor movement,
communist movement, and civil rights movement.

2. Is it possible to organize poor Black women? Discuss the national Welfare
nghts Organization? Discuss union organizing of scuthern textile workers,
and domestic workers

3. Discuss the gains Black women fought for and won during the 1960@°s? How
are these pains being reversed by the Reagan pavernment?

*Faula Giddings, When_and Where I Enter: The Impact of Black Women on_Race_ and
Sex_in_America (New York: Bantam Books, 19847,

Virginia Blandford, ed., Black Women arnd Liberation Movements (Washington DC:
Institute for the Arts and Humanities, Howard University, 1981) see part one

with talks by Bernice Reagon and Fran Beal, pp | - 6@,

Buzz Johnsaon, "I Think of My Mother': Notes on_the Life and Times_ _of __Claudia
Jones {(London: Karia Baooks, 19887,

Carol{n Ashbaugh, Lucg Farsons:_ _Americarn__Revalutiornary (Chicage: Charles Kerr
Publishing Co., 19787,

Johrmetta Cole, "Militant Black Women in Early U.S. History," Black__Schaolar,
9:7, April, pp 38-44.
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Toward A Common Curriculum

The Cooperative Research Network is distributing study guides as part of a
project in Black studies curriculum development. Our purpose is to help
supplement our basic courses, to provide new courses, and to stimulate others to
share their work in curriculum. hese couwrse cutlines are available in bulk for
use in the classroom. Single copies are free. Write for details.

Call for New Courses

The CRN plans to publish more course outline/study puides. We welconme
sugnestions or capies of existing material. Every guide published goes through
a collective editorial process and is a collective praduct.

AcknowledamentsThis basic work in  the develogment of curricula in Black
studies was partially supported by a grant from the Fund for Impravement in Post
Secondary Education. Support was alsc given by the Afro-American Studies Program
of the University of Mississippi the University of Illinois, and the
Coaperative Research Network in Black Studies.

What is the Cooperative Research Network?

The CRN is a ccoperative organization of Black studies professionals, committed
intellectuals, and community activists., The CRN was developed to meet the most
critical problem facing Black studies in the mid 1988s, the rneed for research
programs. We have to stimulate collaborative team research so that our
substantive thecry and methodological technique will be able to fully capture
the essence of the Rlack experience,

The oaverall development of Black studies has made advances through the
standardization of basic professional worms. Members of CRN have contributed
substantiallz to this in the areas of community service, jJournal publishing,
curriculum, theory, and methodology., One of the purposes of the CRN is to
m@igtain the distribution of material that defines the state of the art in Black
studies,

Our most practical research tool is the Afro-Scholar Newsletter - a gquarterly
listing of professional meetings, published articles and books. Every serious
student /researcher should subscribe because this is the best way ta stay up to

date.

The CRN is based on research work groups. Each group is working within the
paradigm of wunity, establishing a new data base, and reporting results at
rofessional meetings of Black studies (e.g., Colﬁege Language Associatior,
CRS, AHSA, NCORS, etec.) and the mainstream professions of literature, history,
sociclogy and political science. '

The ideclogical mandate of CRN is
Academic Excellence and Social Responsibility
Interested scholars and students should write:
Cooperative Research Network

Past Office Box 7610
Chicago, IL 62682 USA
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CRN STUDY GUIDE ON BLACK WOMEN / Number 1
How to use this Study Guide

This stduy guide is desipned for self study, studg groups, and/or formal
academic courses. It is part of a2 naticnal campaign y Sistes of Gtruggle
(S05), a work group in Rlack womens studies of the CRN. Pegple are encouraged to
take this guide tc their librar and reqguest the acquisition of these materials
to provide a basic referenc elibrary in the area on the experiences of Black
women. Every sericus Black women intellectual-activist should aquire this
material as part of an essential home library. Every _Rlack _studies__program
should have_a_ccourse_on_Black women. Does yours? This study guide is available
in bulk quantities for such use.

Also this study guide serves as a recruitment process for Sisters of
Strug ie. This is a work graup of Rlack women intellectual-activists wha share
an interest in clarifying the problems faced by Black women, and the solutions
revealed by the histarical practice of Rlack women 1in  their fight for
liberation. S08S will be active in all relevant conferences to build itself as a
:agional netwark of revelant sisters in and of our strugole. Get in touch
cday:

SISTERS of STRUGBLE
Post Office Box 111273
Memphis, TN 38111

COORPERATIVE RESEARCH NETWORK
Past Office Box 761@
Chicago, IL 60680

Mail Ta:
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The particular proslems and corncerns of Black women must be discussed not as
1solated questions, but as a part of the proolems faced by aii Black pecpie.
Over 3% of all Black people in the United &tates are women. Womern play a
special role in pearing children anc in the family, ard increasingly are
becoming scle heads of households. However, Black women face greater
discrimination than any other oproup in this scciety—--in 1incowe, 1in  job
opportunities, in education, 1in holding poiitical office, and in cther areas of
social life. '

The oppression of Black womer has 1ts historical roots in the foundation and
development of capitalism and imperialism in the United States. This speciai
oppression is based on three things:

1. Most Black women are workers and are subjected to economic (ciass)
exploitation at the hands of the rich. Black womerr have always worked and
this more than anything else has shaped the experience of Black womern in
the United States. In fact, the work experiences of BHlack womern make their
concerns somewhat different from those of the women's liberation movement
which seeks to get white women into the work place. Both Black ang white
women, however, share the demand of equal pay for egqual work.

€. Black womeri, as do the masses of Black men, suffer from many forms of
racist national oppression, like job discrimination and the denial of
basic democratic rights.

3. Hlach women, like all women, face male supremacy {sexism) which attempts
to put womer into subordinate roles in a male-dominated society. This is
reflected in the role of womern in the Bilack family. In short, the
oppression of Black womern grows out of the same system of capitalism that
exploits and oppresses the masses of Black people and everybody elise, and
it is buttressed by patriarchai ideolony. The particular content of this
oppression has been transformed as the experiences of Black people have
changed from slavery toc the rural experience to the urban experience.
These three periods provide the historical framework for our analysas of
Biack women and the family.

Ailkalimat and Associates,
Introduction_to Afroc Americarn_Studies, pp. 2@86-2@7.
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BASIC BIBLIOGRAPHY ON BLACK WOMEN

Key Bibliocgraphical Referernces

Johretta Cole, "Hiack Womern in America: An Anrctated Bibliograpny.” Ihe
Bilack Scholar, March 1975, pp 16-&8.

Lerwooa G. Davis, The _Black__scwar_ _1in American__Society: _A__Selected
Annctated Bibliography. Boston: G.K. Rall, 1975.

Bioria Hull, Patricai Beil Scoti, ard Barpara Smith, eds. Buz_ Some or_Us
fire_Brave: Black Womens_Studies. io Westoury, N.Y.: The Feminist Fress,
1985. Gee Goection b6, P“Hiblicgraphies ard Hibliographic Essays,” PP

2c1-336.

Ora MWiliiams, Rmerican__Black _Womer in the Arts _ang _Sciences: A
Bibliograpny. Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Fress, 1378.

Main Anthclogies

Toni Cade, ed.., The_ Black Wcman. New York: New American Library, 197¢.

Sharon Harley and Rosalyn Terborg-Fenr, eds., Ihe_ _Afro-fAmerican_ _Woman:
Strunglies_and_Images. Port Washingtor, N.¥.: Kermnirat, 1978.

Gerda Lerner, ed., Black _Women in Wniie America: £ Decumentary History.
1972,

La Frances Rodgers—Rose, ed., Tfhe Black Womar. Beverly Hills, CR: Sage,
1380.

Mary Helen Washington, Black Eyed Susan.

Gereral Works

fAngela Davis, Womer, Race and Ciass. New York: Random House, 1981.

Jacgqueline Jones, Labor of Love, Lapbor of_Sorrow: HBlack women, Works and
the Family from Slavery to_the_Present. New York: Basic Books, 198C%.

Jearme Noble, Beautiful, Also, _Are the Souls_of My Hlack__Sisters:_ A
History_of_the Klack Woman 17w America. Engiewood CiiTfs, RJ: #Frentice
Hail, inc., 1978.

Robert Staples, The_ _Black _Womar _in_ _6merica. Chicapo: Nelson Hall
Publishers, 1373, 78.

GENERAL OUTLINE

Women in Africa

Black Komen in Slavery
Black Women in Tenancy
Black Women in the City
Growing up as a Black Woman
Courtship and Marriage
Family and Kinship

Black Women as Artists

Black Women in Electoral Politics

10. Black Women and Social Protest
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1. WOMEN IN AFRICA

Womeris lives 1in Africa reflect varied historical experiences: patriarchal
patterns of traditional societies, coionizes societies, ingepengent nec-colorial
societies, societies led by socialist oriented political parties, anc liberation
"WOVERENTS. Womer, 1n  every case, are the most econcmically expiocited anc
sacially oporessed of all  groups. Over the 1long run, urpanization ana
industrializatiorn create greater necessity 310 equalize opportumities for women
in education and employment, thereby utiiizing more effectively the labor of
womer: for profits.

Throughout RAfrican history individual womer have played key roles 1in state
building arno anti-colonial strugglie (e.g., the Egyptiarn Gueers Nefertiti and the
Angolan Gueen Nzivnga. However, only as a result of influences from trade unions,
liberation movemerits and socialist parties do women emerpge as a social force for
their own emancipation. The emancipation of women requires the liberation o
scciety, moderrn technoiogy, and new forms of collective responsibility in the
social development of cnilidrern. Moreover, the culturail hegemony of patriarchal
rules will only be destroyed by arn agpressive poiitical struggie waged by an
independert womens movement, including mass political education for women and
ner, anqvprogressive womer ivs 38X of leadership roles.

1. To what extent were womern emancipated in traditional irican society? To
what extent were women liberated under colonialism? by major religions?
by the post-coloniai state in Africa?

2. What 1is the role of women in the movements to build new scrieties under
socialism? Discuss the example of Angolan women.

3. What are the experiences of women in South Africa {(Azania) today? How are
they oppressed? How are they contributing to the 1liberation strugple?
Deal with Winnie Mandela.

”"RM_——#

Maria Rosa Cutrufelli, Womern _of Africa. London: Zed, 1983.

Editorial Comﬁittee, ed., Women in Niperia Today. tondon: Zed, 1985

~ #rganization of Angclan Women, Angolan Women Building the _Future. London: Zed,

1384,

Winnie Mandela, Part_of My Soul. Lordon: Fenguin Books, 19856.

ivan Van Sertima, Black_Women_in Antiguity. New Brunswick, NJ: Transition Booiks,
1385. :

# = yrequired reading

Secord Draft
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2. BLACK WOMEN AS SLAVES

Womer were slaves, and like Bilack men they were worked harder than at arny

other time in human history. The slave experiernce was especially trutal arc
inhumane for women since it transformed child birth into commodity procuction
ang institutionalized rape as legitimate ruling class recreation. Biack women

were also forced to serve whites as domestic servants and surrogate wmothers
{mammys}. They had unity with white womers as wvictims of patriarchy, but as
siaves Black women were managed by white women as economic ant raciai
"inferiors.

But Black womerr were alsc able to fight back, to develoep a culture of
resistance and to give leadership to escape. There are many exampies of slave
women physicalily Tightang and dying to protect tneir children. Butmarn gives
evidence of sliave resistance through marriage rules anc mnaming practices by
which an Afro-American culture was expresses. And, of course, political escape

was led by field generals such as Harriet Tuoman and Sojourner Truth.

1. #what special features of slave exploitation and Ooppression  wWere
experiernced by womer?

€. How did Black women create and participate in an Afro—-American culture of
resistarnce?

3. Discuss examples of Black womern who actively fought against slavery,
especiaily Harriet Tuomarn and Sojourner Truth.

#Angela Davis, “Reflections on Black Womens Roie in the Comunity of Slaves,”
Biack _Scheolar, 3, No 4, {December 1371)

Herbert Gutman, The Black Family _in_ _Slavery _and_ _Freedom (New York: Vintage
Books, 1977)

Olive Gilbert, Igg_gggrativé of_Socjourner Truth (New York: Arno Presé, 1968}

Deborah White, Aren't_ 1 A Woman? Female Slaves_in_the_ FPlantation_ South. New
York: Nortorn, 1985,

Dorothy Burnham, "The Life of the Afro-American Woman in Slavery, ” International
Journal of Wwomen's Studies i, 4, 1978, pp 363-377.
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3. THE BLACK WOMAN ON THE FARM

During the period from the 188@Q's to the 194@'s the majority of Black peooie
struggied To survive as tenant farmers in the rural scuth. The famiiy was the
saocial unit of production ang was led by the oldest wBaie. This createo sne
ecorniomic basis for strong family unity and ciearly cefined age/sex roles in
family life. People neegec each other for security, often including others such
as extencec famiiy, evern "fictive Kin® (mane pelieve family members). However,
wnern without a male family nead, Black women had to be strong encugh tea  play
doth roles, often cailling on oider women (or the claest femalie child) ta
“mother” the young while mothers pravidec economic securaty throupgh gainfuil
empioymert.

Sexual freedom was limited by the economic pressure to build strong family
ties, so unwed mothers with their children were chastised but inteoratec back
into the comimunity and accepted. illegitimacy was a foreign concept as every
child was welcomed into a family. Black women were deried leadership roles in a
patriarchal church but tended to dominate the cultural activaty of music, fTood,
and material culture {e.g., quilting). Black women were often in the forefromt
of strugglie against racist oppression, €.8., ida B. Welis set a heoric example
with her anti-lynching crusade.

1. What is the relationship between ternarnt farming and family structure? Are
women arn economic asset to their husbands? Do womer need men to survive?

€. What was the role of Black womer 1vi the church and "legitimate” cultural
1ife? Dio they suffer from male supremacy within the Biack community?

3. Discuss the fipht against lynchinn waged by fda B. Weiis. What specafac
"  probeims did she face becuase she was a woman?

#Charles Johnson, Shadgow of _the_ Plantation {(Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1934, 1966) see part 11 "The Famiiy,” pp 47 — 1@Z.

Aifreda Duster, ed., Crusader__for_ _Justice: The Atucbiocgraphy of lda B. Wells
{Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 197@].

Molly C. Dougherty, Becoming A__Woman_ _in Rural Black Culture. New York: Holt
Rinenart, 1578&.

Hylarn Lewis, Black Ways of_ Kent {(New Haven, Corm.: Cdllege and University Press,
1955) see chapter 4 “Courtship, marriage, ang the Famiiy.” pp 82 - 113.

Dorothy Steriing, We _fAre__Your Sisters: Biack_Womern_iri_the_ 13th _Century. nNew
York: Norton, 1384,
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4. BLACK WOMEN IN THE CITY

The urban experience of Black women has ungerpong extreme changes over the
last 48 years or so. World War Il led to & gualitative shift in empioymerc,
with Hlack women moving into clericail and Tactory JODS 1n UNPreceGEn:Ted rumbers
giving security to family life {either two incomes for huspand-wife duc or a
livable wane Tor a single parent nousencld.) However, since WORLD WAR 11 Black
urerployment rates are double that for whites. Since then, the prison anc
miiitary {wars) have orippled or limited the supply of mern, and the weitare
system has manapned the soccial control functicrs over womer.

Increasingly Hiack womev: have beer Torced into peing singie parent heads of
households, along with being on the bottom of most sccial scales, eg., income,
employmert, education, housing, bnealth, irn addition to whicn the viciernce
experienced {rape, etc.) poes urmoticed. The majority of HBlack women are no
longer domestic workers, bBbut are firmly pased in the working ciass, 1in
industrial, clerical, and service jobs. Or: the other hand, Black womern have
been most politically active in the city context. From Black suffragettes to
leaders of major organizations and institutions Black womers have fought hard.
This includes trade urnicrs, cammunity orgarsizat ions, and civil rights
arganizations. +# pocod example of poor Biack womern being orpanized is  the
National Welfare Rights Organization.

1. How did the experiernce of Hlack women change during the 194@'s due to
urbanization and industrialization?

€. Discuss the issues of the single woman head of household.

3. What was the Kational Welfare Rights Orpanization? What were its strerigths
arnd weaknesses?

Barbara Jones, " The Ecornomic Status of Bilack Women,” in James Williams, ed.,
Thg Stage of _Elack _Americarn_ _1383 {New York: National Urban League, 1383) pp
115 - 154

Bernie Dill, "Race, Class, and Gender: Prospects for an  fAll-inmclusive
Sisterhoad, ” Feminist_Studies 9, No 1 {Spring 1363} pp 131 - 156

Phyllis A Wallace, Black_ _Womern iy _the Labcr Force. Cambridge, Mass.: m 1 7T
Fress, 1988.

Jacqueline Jackson, "Black Women in a Racist Sorciety,” Charles Wiliie, ed.,
Raglsm and _Mentai Health. Pittsburg: University of Pittsburg Press, 1973, pp
-6,

Cheryl Townsenc Bilkes, “"From Siavery to Social Welifare: Racism and the Control
of Black Womer,” in Swerdhow and Lessinger, eds., Class, _Kace__and__Gernder.
Boston: G.K. Hali, 1383.

Secong Dratt
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5. GROWING UF AS A BLACK WOMAN

Yourg Black pirls learn aboui womannooo in a hurry -— taking care of yournger
siblings, seeing or nearing about adult sex in action due to Crowces liviavg
quarters, being courted for adult sex at or before puberty, and vicar:ous aduit

" experierce based on TV, popular music, and carndid discussiorns with aguits.

Also, sexual abuse 15 widespreac in Tfamilies, SCNCG1S, churches, and
recreational groups f(pirl scouts, YWCH, anc camps, etc.). They are trapped 1w
coritradictory and seif nenating vaiue systems —— on the ore nancg it 15 ok to “"eco

it” {either volurntarily for fun or to seek accepiarnce) and on the other harnd it
is the greatest sccial corime 1in the communiliy. Teen pregrnancy is regarded as
one of the major problems of this era.

Given the historical dynamic that has increased the single mother heads of
househalds, and the wicdespreac promoticn of sexuality in society, to target the
sexually active teernager as “culprit® is confusing tne victim with the source of
the crime. Mass education, health programs (pre arnd post natal care, including
contraceptives), public cnilid care anc pubiic aportion options are absciutely
reqguired. in the 1long run, the single Black mother (teens irncluded) wmust
ogganize inte a viable political force to fight for their rights with these
chariges.

1. hen littie Black girls grow up how are their experiences different from
beys? white girls? middle class Biack girls from working class ana poor
Black giris?

2. Discuss the strengths and weakresses of the public welfare system. Are
childrer adequately cared for?

3. What is the issue of teen pregnancy? #Hnd wnat pbulic policy should be
wade?

Margaret Sperncer, Geraldine Brookings, and Walter Rllen, eds, Beginnings: The
Social_and RAffective Development of Hlack Children {Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence
Eribaam Assoclates, 1385)

James Comer arnc Alvin Foussaint, Biack Chiid _Care: How to_Bring up a_Heaitny

Black__Child__in America, R Guide to Emctional_anc__Fsychological__Deveicpment
(New Yorik: Saimorn anc Schuster, 19757

Harriet McRdoo arnc Johrn MoRdoo, eds.; HBiacr_Children. Keverliy Hills: Sage, 19835.

Diana Slaughter, "Becoming an Afro-Rmerican Woman.” School Review, Feb., 1972,
pp 295-317. . _ .

Maya Angelou, 1_Krow Why tne Caped Bird Sings. New York: Rarndom House, 1374@.

Secong Draft
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6. MARRIAGE AND COURTSHIF

The mnature of ccurtship ang marriage 15 undergoing radical change. Marriages
accur later and divorce 1s more fregquent. Premarital sex is mormal, anc trial
marriages (iiving together Tirst) contirnues. Women are once again being rorced
to adapt to new conditions, in part as a result of rnew Birth control techrnclooy,
or abortion operations, or the corscious decision to postpone parenthood due to
educaticnal or job related plans. Furthermore, womer and prooressive forces are
fighting tc change the iegal system, giving women more rights and control over
their bodies {the right to an a3tortion and criminal statutes for alil Kinds of
sexual abuse), more eguality in relationsnips {economic rights with husbarnds,
anc riphts in common law marriages), richts to indeperndernce {(equitable no fault
divorce and prohibition of sex discrimination on the jobl, and access to femaile
lawyers, jugpes, ang Jjury members.

However, Black men continue to play the dominant power role 1n courtship and
marriage. Further, they are in a severe crisis based on unemploymernt, drug use,
police terror, and Black on Black crime. In this context, Black women who seek
love, security, and family 1life with Black men contirue to catch hell. The
solution on an individual level i1s opetween a man arnd & women, Dut on a
community/soccial level it carn only be resclved as part of a social protest
movement to sclve these basic problems.

i. Are Hlack women equal partrers in courtship and wmarriage? How do
relationships represent a power strugnle, and how do they represent eguail
demccratic relations?

€. Tina Turner asks “whats 1love got to do with 1t?7* How do Black women
answer this question in explaining their relationship with mer? What do
you think? :

3. Self help activities arourd rape, abortion, conscilousness—raising,
battered womer, and self deferse spread rapidly during the 137¢és. How were
Black womevns affected by these activities and what is the current status of
such organizations in your community?

Maxine Riexander, Speaking _for Ourseives: Women_of_the South. New York: Random
House, 1984. . _ :

Diane K. Lewis, "The Hlack Familyi Socialization and S5ex Roles.” Poylon 36,
221-237.

Robert Staples, The_World of Hlack Singles. Westport, CT7: Greernwood Fress, 1381.

Ariita Washington, "A Cultural and Historical Perspective on Pregnancy—-iKeliated
fictivity Among US Teenagers.” Jourmnal of Black Psychclogy 5:1, 1-28.

Jche Ladrer, "Teen Fregrancy,” in The _State of Black America_i586. New York:
ational Urbar League, 13986.
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7. FAMILY AND KINSHIP

The structure of the Black Tamily 1s changing, Dut Kin relations remain
important adult support networks and serve the function of primary group
scciaiization for the young. ramiiy Kinship 1invoives ones ancestry (using
family gerealogy for ones historical igentity’ and iliving xin (using extencec
family kan relations as useful reference group — support network).

Every student irn Biack studies should trace both aspects of family structure,

" gernealony (back to the civil war, anc 1f possible back to Africa) ang living Kan

{ta at least &nd cousinsl. The mair method should be interviewing the oldest
family members abcut kin. Begin with your parents, thern each of their parerts
{your grarndparents), then each of their parernts (your great grandparents). Get
their full names, birth date and place, and add the date of deatn. The more you
learn about your family the more historical identity you have, and carn pass on
to your children. Every child should be given a name that refiects their famiiy
history.

1. Discuss the meaning of family reurnons? Geneclopical researcn? In what
ways are they positive, and 1in what ways are they negative?

2. Why are female-headed househclds reparded as weak? RAre they weak?
discuss the impact of patriarchy, feminization of poverty, and teen
pregnancy.

3. To what extent is the family a viaple support network for Black women?

Eimer Martivn arndg Joarme Martin, The_ _Black_Extended Family. Chicago: University

of Chicano Press, 1978

Carol Stacky All _Our_Kin

Robert Hill, The Strengths_of Black families. New York: Emerson Hali, 1972.

James McGhee, "A Profile of the black Sirmgle Female-Headed Household,®” in James
Williams, ed., The_State_of_Biack_Hmerica_=_17984. New York: National Urban
‘League, 1384.

of _Marriage_and_the Family, 48:1, 1378, pp 117-1Z5.
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8. BELACK WOMEN AS ARTISTS - WRITERS

Black womern are the conveyor beits of ARfro-fAmerican culture, Both as creators
angd communicators of the culture of everyday life arg in the creative arts as
well. However, im the professionai cCreative arts Black men have been tne
dominant force. Biack women artists have had more opportunities in  sinoing,
darcing, and special materiai arts sucn as quilit maring. Only recertiy have
womer: beers making adgvarnces as instrumentalists, composers, and writers of drama,
arid especially novels.

Elack women authors have peen published since the eighteenth cerntury but it
has not been until recently that these creative ivndividuals became a part of the
continuum of literary expressior within tne U.5. Issues such as caste divisions
within the Biack community, Black women as the ‘'mules of the worid' anc the
sexual exploitation of Black women by Black and white men have been raisec in
novels, short stories and poems as authors attempted to expliore in an  artistic
context the realities and ramifications of the oppression of Black women. Sance
135¢ there has been an explosion of literary expression which was suggested by
the women writers of the Harlem Rennaissance and whaich was possible with the
econiamic and educational opporturnities available after WWil. foets and rnovelists
have focused with increasing clarity on the nistorical viclation of Black womer,
their strengths and future paths of collective growth. These themes have been
vividly articulated and have served to destroy the sterectypes about Black womer:
which had previcusly existed in HfAmerican 1literature. Finally, as is true
wherever the communit lacks control; certain styies and writers have been
promoted by the mains%ream literary establishment as the artistic voice for ail
Black womer:. We must be conscious arnd supportaive of those voices that
authentically speak in our interest arnd not be misied by a madison avenue—type
marketing strategy. .

1. Why have Black women beern abie to make more achievements in the reaim of
everyday cultural 1life of Black pecple rather than in the professional
*fine arts?® .

2. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the major Black women wraters
today? Discuss Alice Walker, Toni Morrison, Toni Cade Bambara, mMarparet
Walker, and Sonja Sarnchez.

3. Are there class differences in the fictional treatwent of Hlack women?
what difference does this make?

#Mari Evans, ed., Black_Women _Writers__195€-1986: A Critical Evaluation (Garden
City, NY: Anchor Books, 1984). :

Gloria Wade Bayles, No_Chrystal _Stair: Visions_of_Race_and_Sex_an_Black_women's
Eictaion. -

€laudia Tate, ed., Black Womer: Writers_at_ Work. New York: Continumum; 19635,

Trudier Harris, From_Mammies _to fMilitants: Domestics _in__black Americar
Literature. Pniladelphia: Tewpie University Press, 1382.

Amiri Baraka and fAmina Baraka, eds, Confirmation: An _Anthology of African
Americar_Women (New York: Guill, 1983).
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9. BLACK WOMEN IN ELECTORAL POLITICS

Black womeri did not gain the rignt to vote in the way Hlack men did. Hiack
mers got the first installment of citizenship riphts due to the i1Sth Hwmencment

t16____1) after the civii war anc the 13th (i86___, abolition of siavery) and
14th (18____, citizenship for Blacks). Black womern gpot voting riphts whern white
women did 1n 19____. In this instance (voting) the common experience of pender

was more important tharn race or class.

Women play the major role of ali voiunteers in electoral campaigns {dc tne
work!l, but are severely urderrepresented in leadership roles 1in politicai
garties, being slated for and winning eliected office. Black womer account for
S2% of the Black population. Black women terd to register in equal proportion
as men but they have a greater propenisty to vote (53 to 47% in the 198ad
Presidential eiection). In 1582, there were 1,866 Black female electeo
efficials (21X of 5,16@ Hlack elected officialss, in 1983, the total was 5,666;
1,223 were women. Black women, aside from being urnderrepresented politically,
tend to be corncentrated in office holding on public schocol boards  (34%),
alderpersons ard city clerks (46%). Only 4 Hlack women have served in Congress.
There has beern one cabinet secretary, Fatricia Harris. Twnety-~seven mayors of
mairily small southerrn towns are womer. There are two Hiack women presently in
Congress and only 835 Black women hold state eiective offices.

1. How did Black womern get the vote? Discuss the suffrepettes and the Voter
Rights RActs of the 196Us.

2. Compare the political benavior of Black women ‘nitn white women, and Black
nen.

3. Why are Black women underrepresented in leadership positions in electoral
politics? There is a new organization, National Folitical Congress of

. Black Women. Wnat can they do to increase the leadership role of Black
women?

Edward T Claytorn, The__ Nenoro__Politician: His Success_ard Failure (Chicago:

Johrnson Publishing Co., 1964} see chapter 3 “The Woman 1n  Folitics” pp 182 -
148,

James Conyers and Walter Wallace, Black_Elected Officials: A_ Study of Black
Americans _Holding _Bovernuwental Ottice (New York: Russell Sage Fourndation,

19787 see chapter & "Sex Differences” pp 83 - 1@1.

Robert fAllen, Reluctant Reforwers: The _lmpact of Racism on_fAmperican Social

Reform_Movements (Washingtorn DC: Howard University Press, 1974) see chapter

¥ Womarn Suffrage: Feminism and Whnite Supremacy.

Claire K Fulenwider, "Feminist . Ideoclogy and the Political HAttitudes and
Participation of White and Minority Wowen, ” Western__Political Ruarterly, 34
{March, 1381) pp 17 -3@.

Shirley Chisholm, Unbought_and Unbossed, 197@.
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1@. BLACK WOMEN IN SOCIAL PROTEST

There is a npreat tradition of Black women actively fighting for Black
liberation. At every stage of our hisiory, the contributiorn of Hiack women has
been indispensable for all progress. Furtner, as Black womeri nhave been
responsible for rearing virtuaily all Black chiidrern they have irndirectly been
behind all great leaders of Black sociali protest.

Within the black community sexism (male supremacy} has been a serious propiem,
and it has had a wegative impact inside the black liiberation movement as well.
This problem is faced by women in all wmovement trerds, Pan—africarnisu,
nationaiism, Marxism, and reformism. There is a common basis for unity, mainiy
against the scrietal forces of class exploitation and racism, but against male
supremacy as well. There i1s a great weed to build an independent broad based
novement of Hlack women united around a program Tor the emarncipation of women,
the liberation of Biack pecople, ard the overall transformation of the U.S5. to
get rid of capitalist exploitation.

i. Discuss the role of Black women in the Jomens wmovement, 1aDOr mMovVement,
communist movement, and civil riphts movemert.

2. 1s it possitle to organize poor Black women? Discuss the national Weifare
Rights Grpanization? Discuss union organ:zlng of scuthern textile workers,
and domestic workers

3. Discuss the gains Black women foumht for and wor during the 196@'s? How
are these gains being reversed by the KReagan goverrmerit?

*Paula G:dd:ngs, When_and_where 1 Enter: The _Impact of Black Women_on Race_and

Sex_in_America (New York: Bantam Books, 1984).

Virginia Blandford, ed., Black Women_and_ Liberation Movements {Washington DC:

Irstitute forr the Arts and Humanities, Howard University, 1381) see part one
with talks by Bernice Reagon arnd Fran Beal, pp 1 - 6.

Buzz Johrison, 21 Think_of My Mother”: Notes on_the Life and Times_ _of_ _Cilaudia
Jones (lLondon: Karia Hooks, 1985).

Carol{n Qshbaugh, Lucy Parsons: fmerican__Revolutionary {(Chicago: Charles Kerr
Publishing Co., 1976). :

Johmmetta Cecle, "Militant Black Women in Eariy U.S5. History,” Black__Scholar,
9:7, April, pp 38-44,
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_curriculum,

Toward A Common Curriculum

The Cocoperative Researcn Networi 15 distributing Sstudy guildes a&s part of a
project 1n Black studies curricuium developmernt. {ur purpose 1is 1o heip
suppiement ocur basic courses, tTo provide new courses, and toc stimuiate octhers to
share their work in curriculum. These course outiines are available in buir for
use iv the classrocom. Singie copies are free. wWrite for getails.

Call for New Courses

The CRN plans to publish more course outline/study guides. We welcome
suggestions or copies of existing material. Every guide published goes through
a collective editorial process and is a collective product.

Secorndary Education. Support was also givern by the Afro—fimerican Studies Program
of the University of nississippi, the Umversity of l1ilinois, and tne
Ccoperative Research Network in Black Studies.

What is the Cooperative Research Network?

The CRN is a cooperative organization of Black studies professionals, committed
intellectuals, and community activists. The CKN was deveioped to meet the most
cratical problem facing Biack studies inm the mid 1986s, the need Tor research
programs. We have ta stimulate collaborative team research so that our
substantive tneocry and metnodological technique will pe abie to fully capture
the essence of the Elack experience.

The overall deveiopment of Black studies has made advances through the
standardizatiors of basic professiorai norms. Members of CRN have contributeo
5ubstantia1]¥ to this in the areas of community service, Journal Eubl:snxng,

heory, and methodoliogy. Orne of the purposes of the CRN is to
waintain the distribution of material that defines the state of the art in Black
studies.

Our most practical research tool is the Afro-Scholar Newsletter - a guarterly
listing of professicnal meetings, published articies and books. Every seriocus
studert /researcher should subscribe pecause this 1s the best way to stay up to

date.

The CRN 1s based on research work groups. Each group 1s working witnin the
paradigm of unity, establiishing a wnew data base, and reporting results at
rofessional meetings of Black studies (e.g., College Language Asscciation,
NCBS, ARHGA, NCOFS, etc.) and the mainstream professions of iiterature, history,
scciology and political science.

The ideclogical mandate of CRN 1is

fAcademic Excelience and Scocial Responsibility

‘Interested scholars and students should write:

Cooperative Research Network
Post Office Box 7614
Chacago, 1L 6WHHG USA
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CRN STUDY GUIDE ON HLACK WOMEN / Number 1
How_to_use_thais Study Guige

This stduy guide is designec for seif study, study groups, and/or fcrmai
academic courses. It is part of a natiomal campaign by §Sistes of Struggie
{805), a work group in Black womens studies of the CRN. People are encourapned to
take this guide to their library and request the acquisition of these materials
to provide a basic referenc elibrary in the area on the experiences of Hiack
WOMEYI. Every seriocus Black women intellectuai-activisi shouid aguire thas
material as part of an essertial home library. Every Black__studies__program
should have_a_tourse_or Biack _womern. Does yours? This study gulde 1s availabie
in bulk gquantities for such use.

Rliso, this study guide serves as a recruitment process Tor Sisters of
Struggle. This is a work proup of Black womern intellectual-activists who share
an interest in clarifying the problems Taced by Bilack women, and the sclutions
revealed by the historical practice of HBiack women 1in their fight for
liberation. SO0S5 will be active in all relevarnt conferences to build 1tself as a
national network of revelant sisters in and of our struggle. Get in touch
today:

S18TERS of STRUGGLE
Post Office Box 111873
Memphis, TN 38111

COOPERATIVE RESEARCH NETWORK
Post Office Box 7616
Chicano, IL 60688

- Mail To:
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SISTERS OF;STRUSGLEz BLACK WOMEN AND BLACK LIBERATION

There is no more important topic for study than women, and this is as equally
true for Black women as for anybody else. fAnd yet, without effort, especially
on the part of women thewm— selves, this study will mnot be undertaren properily,
women will go unknown as before and the emancipation of women wili be prolonged
even more. This is a study guide to encourage the proper study of Black women.

This study guide is organized into three parts: topics 1 - 4 focus on Black
womens experiences within the essential pericds of Afro-American historical
modalities {(Africa, Slavery, Tenancy, and the urban experiencel; topics S5 = 7

focus on the develicpmental sex-role changes for Black women {(growing up,
courtship and marriage, and family-kinship networks); and topics 8 - 186 focus on
movements and the politics of social change (the arts, politics, and protest).
We have included a bibliography of general texts frequently used in Black womens
studies, and a chart to see how all of these texts cover the ten topics of this
study guide. . -

- e et v e Ny
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THE TRIPLE OPPRESSION OF BLACK WOMEN, 1980

P

White  Black  White  Black |
males- males - females females

Income

{ Mean income for full-time ST i

i workers 21,023 14,709 12,156 11,230

: Education o : p

- College (1 or more years) 37.9 22.1 . 28.8 20.6

i Occupation : :

: Professional 15.8 78 169 13.2

{ Clerical and Sales 12.0 103 . 423 331

| Blue Collar 45.3 56.3 13.7 ' 153

) Service 7.7 17.0 184 = 344
Unemployment (1981) 6.5 15.7 6.9. 156 .
Source: Based on data in National Urban League, The State of Black America, b

g 1983, pp. 113, 142, and 152-53. ;

{Note to readers of &nd draft: We need to locate more recent data. Can you
help?l

4

The Cooperative Research Network (see page 13) has established a new work
group, SISTERS OF STRUGGLE. The 3505 is open to all sisters who agree with the
abjectives of the CRN, the general thrust of this study guide, and the general
ghrust of the text Introduction _to_ Afro—-PAmerican__Studies by Abdul Alkalimat ana

ssociates.
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